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ORDINANCEZT,/ 


£ OF FHE 


* S[ ords «Commons. | 
Aſſembled in 


PARLIAMEN CT 
For the puniſhing of 


Blaſphemies and Herefies. 


WITH 
Theleveral Penalties therein expreſſed. 


Die Martis, 2 Mait, 1648. * 

© > by the Commons aſſembled wn Parliament, 

T hat the Ordinance concerning Blaſphemies and He- 
refies be forthwith printed; And that the Knights and Bur- 
geſſes reſpetively that ſerve for the ſeveral Counties and 
Places of the Kingdom,ds ſend Copies of the ſaid Ordmance 5% Te 
to the (aid ſeveral ( omnties and Places : And the Mini- 
fters of the ſeveral Pariſhes are hereby required to R cad 
and publiſh the ſame in their refpettive Tariſh Churches | 
the next Lords-aay after the receipt thereof. 
H: Elfynge,Cler. Parl. D. Com, 


Printed for Edward Huſband,Printer to the Ho-, & 
norable Houſe of Commons. 1648. 
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Die Martis, 2 May, 1648. 
A N 


OR DINANEE 


OF THE ; 


Lords & Commons 


= Aﬀembledin 
PARLIAMENT, 
\ For puniſhing | 
Blaſphemies and. Hereſies, 


mz&9Or the preventing of the growth and ſpread- 

Jy ing of Hereſic & Blaſphemy, Beit Ordained 
St by the Lords and Commons in this pre- 
&790%"£9 ſent Parliament aſſembled, Thar all ſuch 
perſons as ſhall from and after the dare of this preſens 
Ordinance, willingly by Preaching, Teaching, 
Printing, or Writing , maintain and publiſh char 
there is no God, or that God is not preſent in all 
places, -doth not know and TW- all things, or 
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.. that heijsnor Almighty, 62, heis not perfealy Ho- 


ly, or that he-is nai Erernaly-or that the Pathep js 
Ghoſt is nor God, or that they Three arenogone. 
Eternal God : Or thar ſhall in like maner m3intain 
and publiſh, char-Chriſt is not God <qual with che 
Father, or ſhall deny-the Manhood of Chriſt, or that 


' the Godhead and Manhood of Chriſt are fevers! 


Natures, or thatche Humanity of Chriſt is pureand , 
unſporeed of all fin, or that ſhall: maintain and pub- 
liſh as aforeſaid, That: Chrift did nor Dye nor riſy/ 
from the Dead, nor js Aſcended. mto Heaven bo; 
dily, or that ſhall deny his Death is mericorious-jn 
the behalf of Belieyers ;- orthacthall maiatein and 
publiſh;4s aforelaid, Thar-Jeſus Chriſt is not the-Son 
of God, or that the hqgly Scripture (viz.)of the Old 
Teſtament, Genzfit, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Denterozomy,. Foſhus, :Jndges; Ruth,) 1 Samuel, 2 $4- 
mul, 1 Kinzs, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles , 2 Chronicles, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Efter,” Fob, Pſalms, Proverbs, Ec- 
cleſiaftes, The Song. of, Songs, I[aiah, Feremiah, La- 
mentations, Exehiet., Daniel, Hoſea, Foel, Amos, Oba- 
diah, Fonah , Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haegai ,, Zecharia, Malachi.” Of the New ' Tefta- 
ment, the Goſpels according ro cHarthew, Mark, 
Lake, Fohn, The As of the Apoſiles, Pauls EpiſMies to 
che Romans , Corinthians the firſt, Corimhians the ſe- 
cond, Galathians , Epheſians , Philippians, Coloſſians, 
Thefſalonians the firſt, Theſſalonians the ſecond, to Timo« 
thy the firſt, to. Timothy the ſecond, to Tits, to: Philes 
mon, the Epiſtle to the Aebrews, the Epiſtle of Fames, 
the firſt and ſecond Epiſties of Peter ; thefirft, ferond, 
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Bodies: ofr raen ſhall noe rifo again after they are 
-dead:;;; or thar-there [is ns. day of Judge  afrer 
death ,, all ſuch mainraining and publiſhing of ſuck 
Error: or Errors with obſtinacy therein, ſhall-by ver- 
tuc hereof be adjudged Felony, and all-ſuch perſons 
.gpon complaintand proof (made of the fame in-any 
of the caſcs aforeſaid, beforeanyrwo of the-nexr Ju- 


| tices of rhe Peace for rhat Placeor County, 'by the 


Oaths of two Witnefſes (which faid Juſtices of Peace 
in ſuch caſes ſhall hereby have power to adminiſter) 
or confeſſion of the party, rhe faid parry ſo accnied 
fhall-be by the faid Juſtices of the Peace. commi 
ro priſon withour Bail or Mainpriſe,” untilche next 
Goal delivery to be halden for rhat place or County, 
and che Wirneſſes likewiſe (hall be bonndoverby the 
faid Juſtices unto the ſaid Goal delivery ropgive in 
their evidence; And at the ſaid Goal delivery che 
party ſhall be indiaed for Felonious Publiſhing and 
maintaining ſuch Error : and in cafe the "Indi- 
went be found, and the Parey apon his Tryal ſhall. 
aot abjure his ſaid Error and detence 'and/ mainge- 
nance of the (ame, he ſhall ſaffer che pains of dearh, as 
tn caſciof Belony withour benefic of Clergy.” Bur in 
caſc he ſhall recant or renounce and abjurethis ſaid er- 
ror or errors, - and the maintenance and-publiſhing of 
the ſame, he ſhall nevertheleſs remain m'Priſon un- 
Subfidy men, 
that ſhall be found wich him before & Yager more Ju- 
ſices of che Peace-or Goal delivery, that he "ſhall 
nor thenceforth-publiſh or maintain as CO 


"I 3s 
T Ea 
os? Fg 
he, era 
«Toe pe SS 


ſaid etrorof errors any more: And the' ſaid Juſtices 

ſhall have power hereby:o take Bail in ſuchicaſes. * 

And 'beir further Ordained, That incaſe any per- 
ſon former]y indictedfor pubhſhing 8 maincaining of 
ſuch erronious Opinion or Opinions, as aforeſaid,and 
renouncing and abjuring the ſame, ſhall nevertheleſs 
again publiſh and maintain his ſaid former error or 
errors as aforeſaid, and;tthe ſame proved as :afore- 
ſaid, the ſaid party ſo offending ſhall be commirred ro 
Priſon as formerly; :and at the next Goal Delivery 
ſhal be indi&ed as aforeſaid: And incaſe the indict- 
ment be then found upon the Tryal, and it ſhall ap- 
pearthat 'formerly the party was convicted of'the 
ſame error , and publiſhing and maintaining thereof, 
and renouncing and abjufcd rhe ſame, rhe Offendor 
ſhall ſuffer deathas in caſe of Felony, wichour bene- 
ficof Clergy. Be ir further Ordained by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, Thar all and every perſon or perſons 
char ſhall pubſiſh or maintain as aforeſaid, any of rhe 
ſeveral errors hereafter enſuing, viF, That all men 
ſhall be ſaved, or that man by nature-hath free will co 
turn to God, orthat God may be worſhipped in or 
by Picures or Images, orthat the Soul of any man 
afcer dearth goeth neither ro Heaven or hell, bur to 
Purgarory,or thatthe Soul-of man dyeth orfleepeth 
when the body is dead, or that revelations or the wor- 
kings of the Spitir area rule of Faith or Chriſtian life, 
though diverſe from,or contrary to the written Word 
of God; or that man is bound to believe no more 
then by his reaſon he can comprehend , or that the 
Moral Law -of God contained in the ten Command- 
ments,-is no rule of -Chriſtian life 5 or that a _—_— 
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need not repent or-pray for pardon. of fins, or chat 
the two Sacraments of. Baptiſm, and the Lords Sup- 

per, are hot Ordinances commanded by the Word of 
God or that the; baptiping- of Infantry is;unlawfyl,or 

| ſuch Baptiſm is vaid, and.thar ſuch perſons onghr co 

be baprizcd again, and in purſuance. thereof. ſhall 

baprize any perſon formerly baptized; or.that the ob- 

ſeryation of ihe Lorfy; gay as it is;enjoyned by the 

Ordinances and Laws of this Realm, is .not ac- 

cording, or is contrary to the Word of God, or that 

tris not lawful to joyn in publique prayer, or family 

prayer, or to teach children to, pray.,. or that che 

Churches of Engl/andare ng.true Churches, nor their 

iniſters and' Ordinances rue Mini kacapie go 

nances, or that the Church Government by Presby- 

rery is Antichriſtian or unlawful, or that Magiſtracy 

or the power of the Civil Magiſtrate by law eſtabliſh- 

edin Exgland is unlawfal, or that all uſe of Arms, 

though tor the publique defence (and be the caufe 

never ſojuſt) is unlawful, and in caſe the Party accu- 

| ſed of ſuch publiſhing and maintaining of any of the 

ſaid errors,ſhall be thereof convicted ro-have publiſh- 

ed and maintained the ſame as aforeſaid, by the Teſti- 

mony of two or more witnefſes, upon oath or confeſ- 

fion of the ſaid party{beforexwo of the next Juſtices 

of the Peace for the ſaid place or county, whereof one 

to be of the 2uorum (who are hereby required and 

authorized coend for Witneſſes, and examine upon 

oath in ſuch caſesin the preſence of the party) The 

party ſo convicted, ſhall be ordered by the ſaid Ju- 

ſtices, to renounce his ſaid errors in the publike Con- 

gregation of the ſame Pariſh from whgnce the com- 
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(3). | 
-plaint deth come, or where the offence was commir- 
red; andincalc he refuferh or negleQerh ro perform 
the ſame, ar or upon the day,time, and place appoint= 


 _ edbythefaid Juftices, then he ſhall be commirted ro 


priſon by the {aid Juftices,unil he ſhall finde rwo ſuf- 
ficient Sureries, before two Juſtices of Peace for che 
aid place or County (whereof one ſhall be of the 
Quorum) that he ſhall not publiſh or maintain the ſaid 
error Or efrors any more. 

Provided always, and be it Ordained by the Au- 
thoriry aforeſaid, That no attainder by vertne hereof, 
ſhall exrend eitherto rhe forfeiture of che Eſtate real 
or perſonal of ſuch perſon atrainted, or corruptioapt 
ſuch perſons blood, RT IRR 


